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How did free people of color after the Civil War impact segregation and protest in the 1890s?
Ride to ride primarily indicates the events of the streetcar protests staged by the people of color in the cities of New Orleans, Richmond and Savannah. Despite the earlier decisions that had been made by the Supreme Court stating that black citizens had the right to ride freely in streetcars, the people of color still had to compel the streetcar operatives to respect and adhere to the court verdicts.  The blacks successfully waged battles that were aimed at establishing and maintaining their recognition as American citizens during this period of post-civil war (reconstruction period). Kelley, (33-50) indicates that tens of thousands of men and women boycotted streetcars to show support for the legal campaigns that were geared to challenge segregation laws.
Examples from the text indicate various acts of segregation imposed on the blacks by the Jim Crow laws; which did not require African- Americans to travel using different means of public transport but also defined school segregation and residential segregation among other facilities. The text also indicates that the first attempt on the Jim Crow laws by the people of color was made by Plessey after purchasing a first-class ticket which she subsequently used to board in the whites-only section. Another example derived from the text indicates the efforts made by the people of color who are said were now becoming impatient with the social oppression associated with the Jim Crow laws hence leading a demonstration against the highly segregated laws.
By avoiding segregated streetcars, the people of color opted to walk to work thus leading to the phrase; Negroes everywhere are walking to work. This was a strategy by the blacks aimed at desegregating streetcars hence adding to the list of Jim Crow street charism.  The blacks are said to have valued their dignity up to a point that they were willing to sacrifice the convenience of having to travel to work using the highly segregated streetcars just to maintain their dignity (pp 139-164) 
How does the cultural divide in leadership in New Orleans play a role?
It is noted that African Americans living in New Orleans during this time were divided by the differences in culture and subsequently separated by distinct histories (51-86). Kelly (pp. 165-194) argues that Plessey vs. Fergusson was the first collective by the people of color against the Jim Crow laws of segregation. The struggle was not however placed on the black civilians but rather it was taken up different groups of individuals such as black military men who used their authority to order white drivers to pick up black people. A young future legislator Pinchback also took up the fight against railroad charters that denied blacks first-class honors (87-115). However this collective responsibility did not mean a shared history; the afro- creoles were a group of individuals with diverse culture, language, and color that at least gave them some privileges over the American blacks (pp. 195-200).
The text indicates that after the civil wars, most of the states adopted the Black code regulations; including New Orleans which were primarily aimed at limiting the new freedom acquired by the people of color. The cultural divide in leadership in New Orleans ensured the successful passage of the black codes that were meant to suppress the blacks. These divisions ensured that these codes stayed in action until the late 1950s and 1960s when civil rights movements declared nationwide campaigns against them ultimately leading to their abolishment by the Supreme Court.
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